Blackfoot Emergency Drought

Response Plan

Locally Led
Collaborative

Basin-wide



BLACKFOOT RIVER WATERSHED

The Blackfoot River is 132 miles long.
The Blackfoot Watershed is 1.5 million acres.




Plan Purposes:

« Aid equitablistribution & shared sacrifice of
water resources basin-wide.
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Plan Premise:
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L Multlple users and Uses.
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e 3,185 surface water rghts In basin.
e 409 (1,270 water rights) > 1 cfs (448 gpm)
e 65% Irrigators.

e 10% of these water rights are on the Blackfoot river
main stem. DNRC water rights data base - 2000
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Basin Water Use
Junior water users

TARROHE ik Ir-ql h“'*'-r : %
o 26% (67) of these “Junlorwater rlghts areN,
greater than 1 cfs. Of these, 57 are for = = >
|rr|gat|on Y Ain: I‘,,-;-*" gt

. 19% (49) are located W|th|n thefMurphy
- Right Reaches. e, \ 4

L
] - th



Drought Plan
Approach

g —

Plan - 700 cfs at river mouth, Bonner

Use “Water Conservation Plans” to make up difference
between 700 cfs and projected summer low flow.

Use “water bank™ to match senior and junior water users,
by reach, to protect in-stream flow.

Include all water users, anglers and outfitters in voluntary
‘shared-sacrifice” plan.

Maintain flows - minimize high water temperatures.

Junior water users who do not participate in the plan are
subject to MT FW&P call.
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X February
i Committee Meets

Review conditions
Discuss needs

Media outreach to communlty
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I\/Iarch (In drought years)
| Raise Public Awareness - early warning

Recrmt technlcal & field staff support
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Scheduling:

May — Drought Years

Warning letter to all juniors
water users

Follow-up notice to Plan

Participants
Poster, flyers & Media Contacts

April — Drought Years
*Host Community Meeting
eIncrease Awareness

*Began affirming participation

June — September

Implement drought plan based
upon flow and temperature
triggers.

Continue media & public out
reach.

Monitor participation,

conditions and plan
effectiveness




Drought Plan Triggers
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1 Critical str flow levels J"

« 700, 600 &450 cfs.

2. Stream temperatures



4, prought Comrmttee recommends “Call List”
to FWP |

5. FWP F&VIQWS/ISSUES Murth ﬁlght “Call.”



Temperature Triggers
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. Full cLosure S ¢
— no fishing on des@na’ted water.
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= 73' Water User Participated:
2’7 users shut down syétems (flows < 700 cfs)
19 users reduced use ‘

6 users left systems off

7 users applied combination of the above

14 users systems Inactive

14 water users pooled water rights & 2 relied upon
the “water bank” for critical irrigation.
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NCAT Project

. Soil MoistuniéMonioring ,
- = Nine Ranches participated in 2001

Installed AM400 soil mmsture monitors

Measures water in soml to evaluate |rr|gat|on '
effectlveness o |
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+ Effectiveness in comparison to past efforts or to
doing nothing. 2 544 |

o Avoided lawsuits or conflict. = -
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